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Abstract:

On January 22, 2022, United States Department of State released the “Limits in the Seas No. 150
— People’s Republic of China: Maritime Claims in the South China Sea” in which study examines PRC’s
expansive claims in the South China Sea inconsistent with United Nations Convention on the Law of
Sea. It also formally and systemically reflects the final award given by the South China Sea arbitral
tribunal in July 2016. Early on, US Department of State issued “Limits in the Seas No. 43 and 117
questioning China’s implementations of straight baselines in the South China Sea. During the
proceeding arbitration, the US issued No. 143 — China: Maritime Claims in the South China Sea” on

December 5, 2014 intending to help shape the policy discourse and influence the result.

On the “Limits in the Seas No. 1507, the US specifically focused on denying four categories of
PRC’s maritime claims: sovereign claims over maritime features, straight baselines, maritime zones, and
historic rights. It was rare that the US even took a pre-emptive step to publicize a South China Sea map
simulating potential Chinese version of the straight baselines in the Spratly Islands. From the US
perspective, garnered by the US-China strategic competition, it carries not only legal campaign for
facilitating possible implementation of the final award, but also political campaign for guarding the rule-

based international norms.

As such, it sends a profound impact on Taiwan’s claims in the South China Sea. Following the
international legal trend on the South China Sea stipulated by the arbitration final award, Taiwan’s
traditional claims in the South China Sea are challenged including historic fishing rights and designated
exclusive economic zone and continental self. This research intends to examine legal trends generated
by the Limits in the Seas, potential lawfare in the South China Sea, and areas of national policies and
legal framework to be improved and updated. Based on protecting national interest, it intends to

produce a list of policy recommendations to shape up Taiwan’s role in the South China Sea.

Key Words: UNCLOS, 1992 ASEAN Declaration of the South China Sea, Code of Conducts in
the South China Sea, Limits in the Seas, South China Sea Arbitration Case, Straight Baseline,
Nan Sha Islands (Spratly Islands)
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On January 22, 2022, United States Department of State released the “Limits in the
Seas No. 150 — People’s Republic of China: Maritime Claims in the South China Sea” in
which study examines PRC’s expansive claims in the South China Sea inconsistent with
United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea. It also formally and systemically reflects the
final award given by the South China Sea arbitral tribunal in July 2016. Early on, US
Department of State issued “Limits in the Seas No. 43 and 117 questioning China’s

implementations of straight baselines in the South China Sea. During the proceeding
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arbitration, the US issued No. 143 — China: Maritime Claims in the South China Sea” on

December 5, 2014 intending to help shape the policy discourse and influence the result.

On the “Limits in the Seas No. 150”, the US specifically focused on denying four
categories of PRC’s maritime claims: sovereign claims over maritime features, straight
baselines, maritime zones, and historic rights. It was rare that the US even took a pre-
emptive step to publicize a South China Sea map simulating potential Chinese version of
the straight baselines in the Spratly Islands. From the US perspective, garnered by the US-
China strategic competition, it carries not only legal campaign for facilitating possible
implementation of the final award, but also political campaign for guarding the rule-based

international norms.

As such, it sends a profound impact on Taiwan’s claims in the South China Sea.
Following the international legal trend on the South China Sea stipulated by the arbitration
final award, Taiwan’s traditional claims in the South China Sea are challenged including
historic fishing rights and designated exclusive economic zone and continental self. This
research intends to examine legal trends generated by the Limits in the Seas, potential
lawfare in the South China Sea, and areas of national policies and legal framework to be
improved and updated. Based on protecting national interest, it intends to produce a list of

policy recommendations to shape up Taiwan’s role in the South China Sea.
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