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accessible affordable

L IMO, “IMO launches new Regional Presence Office to boost maritime cooperation in the Pacific,” 7
August 2025, available at https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pressbriefings/pages/imo-launches-
pacific-rpo-in-fiji.aspx (downloaded 29 August 2025).

2 14 Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New Zealand,
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu
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Our Ocean, Our Obligation, Our
Opportunity
IMO

1. 2025

IMO Marine Environment Protection
Committee 83 2030
2. biofouling

83

3 IMO

Guidelines for a just transition

towards environmentally sustainable economies and societies for all
ILO, Guidelines for a just transition

towards environmentally sustainable economies and societies for all, 2 February 2016, available at
https://www.ilo.org/publications/quidelines-just-transition-towards-environmentally-sustainable-
economies (downloaded 14 October 2025).
4 SPREP, ZERO DRAFT - Pacific One Maritime Framework 2026 — 2050, available at
https://www.sprep.org/circular/cir2518-pacific-community-pacific-one-maritime-framework-pomf-
consultation (downloaded 29 August 2025).
5 IMO, “The ocean takes centre stage on World Maritime Day 2025,” 25 September 2025, available at
https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pressbriefings/pages/world-maritime-day-2025-our-ocean.aspx
(downloaded 3 October 2025).
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1. MARPOL
VI Emission Control Area
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3. IMO IMO

Underwater Radiated Noise

2025 2025 World Maritime

Day Parallel Event, WMDPE
IMO 2025 9 29 10 1

environmental stewardship

& Emirates News Agency, “World Maritime Day Parallel Event 2025 features global dialogue on ocean

sustainability, maritime innovation,” 30 September 2025, available at
https://www.wam.ae/en/article/blywkms-world-maritime-day-parallel-event-2025-features
(downloaded 3 October 2025).
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https://www.moei.gov.ae/en/about-ministry/wmdpe2025uae
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8 83 IMO 17  PSSAs
IMO, LIST OF SPECIAL AREAS, EMISSION CONTROL AREASAND PARTICULARLY
SENSITIVE SEA AREAS, MEPC.1/Circ.778/Rev.5, 9 May 2025, available at https://www.register-
iri.com/wp-content/uploads/MEPC.1-Circ.778-Rev.5.pdf (downloaded 3 October 2025).
° Roberts, Julian. 2024. “Designating Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas in Areas Beyond National
Jurisdiction.” Ocean Development & International Law 55 (1-2): 234-58.
doi:10.1080/00908320.2024.2368230.
10 MO, REVISED GUIDELINES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION AND DESIGNATION OF
PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE SEA AREAS, A 24/Res.982, 6 February 2006, available at
https://wwwecdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/A24-Res.982.pdf
(downloaded 3 October 2025).
11 Roberts, Julian. supra note 9.
12 IMO, “First workshop on Particularly Sensitive Sea areas in areas beyond national jurisdiction,” 23
November 2023, available at https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pages/whatsnew-2000.aspx
(downloaded 20 October 2025).
13 Sargasso Sea 2012
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Area, EBSA 2014
Hamilton Declaration on
Collaboration for the Conservation of the Sargasso Sea Sargasso Sea
Commission
stewardship role

IMO ICCAT NAFO Azores, Bermuda, Monaco, UK and US, Hamilton
Declaration on Collaboration for the Conservation of the Sargasso Sea, Sargasso Sea Commission,
https://www.sargassoseacommission.org/meet-the-commission/hamilton-declaration.

14 Costa Rica Thermal Dome



10.1080/00908320.2024.2368230
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/A24-Res.982.pdf
https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pages/whatsnew-2000.aspx
https://www.sargassoseacommission.org/meet-the-commission/hamilton-declaration

IMO IMO
Rodriguez, Richard Castillo, et al. “An
Analysis of Policy Options Available to the International Maritime Organization to Protect the Costa
Rica Thermal Dome: Building the Case for a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area.” Marine Policy, vol. 148,
Jan. 2023, p. 105375. _https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2022.105375.
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, FAO
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FAO Committee on Fisheries, COFI
BBNJ
2024 1 15 18 COFI
Sub-Committee on Fisheries Management
17
FAO
2024 7 8 12
36 COFI 36 FAO

BBNJ

15 FAO, “FAO fisheries initiatives in international waters will aid new treaty,” available at

https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/news/41506 (downloaded 1 September 2025).
16

2nd Session of the Preparatory Commission for the Entry into Force of the BBNJ

16

Agreement and the Convening of the 1st Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement
17 FAO, Report of the First Session of the Sub-Committee on Fisheries Management, Virtual Meeting,
15-18 January 2024, Available at https://doi.org/10.4060/cd0256t (downloaded 1 September 2025).
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BBNJ Fisheries and the BBNJ Agreement  2°
BBNJ
FAO
21 1 FAO
2 FAO
BBNJ FAO
FAO FAO
FAO FAO FAO
FAO
FAO Common Oceans Program
bycatch
BBNJ
BBNJ 5 2

18 FAQ, “Committee on Fisheries. Thirty-sixth Session, 8-12 July 2024. The Implications for Fisheries
and Aquaculture of Global Biodiversity Frameworks and Agreements,” COF1/2024/9, pp.8, available at
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/6894177b-f827-430f-9626-db4al1b55359 (downloaded 1
September 2025).
¥ FAO 2025 8 25

BBNJ FAO, “FAO side event on the role of fisheries
organisations in biodiversity and environmental conservation to be live-streamed,” 25 August 2025,
available at https://www.fao.org/in-action/commonoceans/newsroom/news-and-stories/news-
detail/global-gathering-in-new-york-to-prepare-bbnj-treaty/en (downloaded 1 September 2025).
2 FAO, Fisheries and the BBNJ Agreement, COF1/2024/9, 13 August 2025, available at
https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd6494en (downloaded 1 September 2025).
2L FAO, INPUTS OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS (FAO), Preparatory Commission for the entry into force of the Agreement under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine
Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction, and the convening of the first meeting of
the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement, available at
https://www.un.org/bbnjagreement/en/prepcome-ii-ifb-cooperation (downloaded 1 September 2025).
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2024  FAO PIF | FAO PIF
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2024 FAO IMO FAO IMO
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization-
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, UNESCO-10C
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UNESCO-IOC UNDP

Strengthening stewardship

through cooperation in an economically and biologically significant high

seas area —the Sargasso Sea

2020 Global Environment Facility
Common Oceans Program
UNDP UNESCO-IOC
Sargasso Sea Commission

UNDP 10C 10C

BBNJ
1 -
Socio-Ecosystem Diagnostic Analysis, SEDA
SEDA
2
Ecosystem Valuation and Cost-Benefit Analysis 3 SEDA
Strategic Action Programme for the
Sargasso Sea

22 UNESCO-10C, “Shaping the Global Ocean Agenda: Highlights from the 33rd I0C Assembly,” 7
July 2025, available at https://www.ioc.unesco.org/en/articles/shaping-global-ocean-agenda-highlights-
33rd-ioc-assembly (downloaded 18 July 2025).
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BBNJ
Areas beyond National Jurisdiction, ABNJ
BBNJ

David Freestone
BBNJ

area-based management tools, ABMTs
23

2 Government of Bermuda, “Sargasso Sea Commission and the Government of Bermuda partner to
share lessons learned on high seas conservation at UN headquarters in New York,” 8 September 2025,
available at https://www.space.gov.bm/articles/sargasso-sea-commission-and-government-bermuda-
partner-share-lessons-learned-high-seas (downloaded 7 October 2025).
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Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee to develop an
international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution,
including in the marine environment

Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
to develop an international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution,
including in the marine environment INC

resumed fifth session 2025 8 5 14
8 15

14 UNEP/EA.5/Res.14
UNEP Executive Director
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee, INC
international
legally binding instrument, ILBI
life cycle INC 2022

5 ILBI 2024

2024 11

2025 8

13
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INC- | 2023.05.29- ILBI
2 06.02
linear (circular)
zero draft
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24

UNEP

https://www.unep.org/inc-plastic-pollution/sessions
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plastic products
plastic waste plastic
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14
UNEP/EA.5/Res.14
GEF
INC INC-3 Zero Draft

INC-4
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INC5-2

25
INC-5
INC-5.2 5
INC-5 INC-5.1

UNEP/EA.5/Res.14

Earth Negotiations Bulletin

26

27

UNEP Life Cycle Initiative

life cycle approach

28 UNEP

%5 Laura Paddison, “Global plastic treaty talks end in failure as countries remain bitterly divided over
how to tackle the crisis”, CNN Climate, 15 Aug 2025, available at
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/15/climate/global -plastics-treaty-pollution-failure-un (downloaded 3

October 2025).
26

life cycle

27 11SD Earth Negotiations Bulletin, “2nd Part of the 5th Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee to Develop an International Legally Binding Instrument on Plastic Pollution, Including in
the Marine Environment (INC-5.2)- Summary report, 5-15 August 2025,” available at
https://enb.iisd.org/plastic-pollution-marine-environment-negotiating-committee-inc5.2-summary
(downloaded 16 October 2025).

28 UNEP, “How can a life-cycle approach curb the plastic pollution crisis?”, 27 July 2022, available at
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/how-can-life-cycle-approach-curb-plastic-pollution-crisis
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UNEP, “A Life Cycle Approach to Plastic Pollution”, available at
https:/Amwwlifecycleinitiative.org/activities/life-cycle-assessment-in-high-impact-sectors/life-cycle-approach-to-
plastic-pollution/#1628705545697-ff8f1e51-2cal (downloaded 15 October 2025).

(downloaded 15 October 2025).
2 UNEP

1) )
@) (4)
UNEP, A Policymakers’ guide to Life Cycle Assessment -
Policy Brief, available at https://wedocs.unep.org/20.500.11822/46469 (downloaded 16 October 2025).
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Pacific Island Forum, PIF

2025 7 23

A/RES/T7/276 3
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(2)

ICJ

2023

International Court of Justice, ICJ
Advisory Opinion %

3 29 77
ICJ
protect
UNFCCC
1982

%0 International Court of Justice, “Obligations of States in respect of Climate Change,” 23 July 2025,
available at https://www.icj-cij.org/case/187 (downloaded 5 September 2025).

31 UNGA, Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 29 March 2023, A/RES/77/276, 4 April
2023, available at https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/77/276?utm_source=chatgpt.com (downloaded 5

September 2025).
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due diligence

ICJ
internationally wrongful act
1.
2.
3. restitution
compensation satisfaction
PIF
Pacific Island Forum, PIF 32
PIF 2022 51
2050 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific
Continent 33 2018 Boe Declaration

32 pacific Islands Forum, “[REMARKS] PIF SG at the reception for the ICJ Advisory Opinion on
Climate Change,” 28 July 2025, available at https://forumsec.org/publications/remarks-pif-sg-
reception-icj-advisory-opinion-climate-change (downloaded 5 September 2025).

33 pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, available at
https://forumsec.org/2050 (downloaded 5 September 2025).
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Declaration on Preserving Maritime
Zones in the Face of Climate Change-related Sea-Level Rise % 2023

2023 Declaration on the Continuity of Statehood and the Protection
of Persons in the Face of Climate Change-Related Sea-Level Rise 3¢
PIF

2025 9 8 12 54
Forum Communiqué PIF
PIF
1.5°C
mitigation
UNFCCC 30 COP30

Nationally Determined Contributions, NDCs *'

PIF
ICJ
global stocktake
NDCs

34 pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Boe Declaration on Regional Security, 5 September 2018,
available at https://forumsec.org/publications/boe-declaration-regional-security (downloaded 5
September 2025).

% Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Declaration on Preserving Maritime Zones in the Face of Climate
Change-related Sea-Level Rise, 12 August 2021, available at
https://forumsec.org/publications/declaration-preserving-maritime-zones-face-climate-change-related-
sea-level-rise (downloaded 5 September 2025).

% Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, 2023 Declaration on the Continuity of Statehood and the
Protection of Persons in the Face of Climate Change-Related Sea-Level Rise, 20 November 2023,
available at https://forumsec.org/publications/2023-declaration-continuity-statehood-and-protection-
persons-face-climate-change (downloaded 5 September 2025).

87 Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, LEADERS COMMUNIQUE: 54th Pacific Islands Forum Leaders
Communique, 13 September 2025, available at https://forumsec.org/publications/leaders-communique-
54th-pacific-islands-forum-leaders-communigue (downloaded 17 September 2025).
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IUMI TUGEDA: Act Now for an Integrated Blue

Pacific Continent
Forum
Communiqué
PIF Council of Regional

Organisations of the Pacific “°

1)
()
3)
(4)

Multidimensional Vulnerability Index

38 pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, supra note 37.
39 Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, supra note 37.

40 Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific
4 Small Islands Developing States, SIDS
COVID-19
SIDS
Multidimensional Vulnerability Index
SIDS United Nations, “Multidimensional

Vulnerability Index for SIDS,” available at https://sdgs.un.org/topics/small-island-developing-
states/mvi 2025 9 18

22
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(1) PIF 2021
2023
(2) PIF 2021
(1) PIF
(2) PIF 2050
BBNJ
(3) PIF
PIF / Pacific Islands Forum Troika PIF

Pacific

Islands Forum Secretariat, Policy Statement on the Pacific Islands Forum Troika, available at
https://forumsec.org/sites/default/files/2024-

03/2021%20Policy%20Statement%200n%20the%20Pacific%20Islands%20Forum%20Troika.pdf

2025 9 18
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High Level Talanoa*® Dialogue on Deep Sea

Minerals * PIF

Forum Officials Committee, FOC

43 Talanoa Talanoa

Talanoa
Talanoa

Talanoa
UNFCCC, “2018 Talanoa

Dialogue Platform,” available at https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-

agreement/2018-talanoa-dialogue-platform 2025 9 18
44 High Level Talanoa Dialogue on Deep Sea
Minerals

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Immigration Government of the Cook Islands, “Pacific Islands
Forum Convenes First Ministerial Talanoa On Deep Sea Minerals,” 11 March 2025, available at
https://mfai.gov.ck/news-updates/joint-mfai-sbma-media-release-pacific-islands-forum-convenes-first-
ministerial-talanoa 2025 9 18
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European Union

2028 2034
2025 7 16 2 2028-2034
Multiannual Financial Framework 9
3 45

Communication 46

42028 2034

4 European Commission, “The 2028-2034 EU budget for a stronger Europe,” available at
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-
2034_en#legal-documents (downloaded 7 October 2025).

4 European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the
European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of
the Regions: A dynamic EU budget for the priorities of the future — The Multiannual Financial
Framework 2028-2034, COM/2025/570 final, 16 July 2025, available at https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0570&qid=1753978048542
(downloaded 7 October 2025).

47 European Commission, “Questions and answers on the new 2028-2034 budget proposal — fisheries,
aquaculture and ocean-related activities,” 16 September 2025, available at https://oceans-and-
fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/questions-and-answers-new-2028-2034-budget-proposal-fisheries-
aquaculture-and-ocean-related-2025-09-16_en (downloaded 7 October 2025).
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2028-2034 EU BUDGET

Heading 3: €215 billion
Global Europe will help
strengthen partnerships with
non-EU countries, support ocean
diplomacy and international ocean
governance.

TOTAL

(as part of the NRP Fund)

€341 billion g
Other \_ €2 trillion
of which €11,5 billion can

Heading 2: €451 billion support the fisheries, aquaculture,
. maritime sector and ocean-based
The European Competitiveness

- - activities.
Fund can foster investments in

Heading 1: €865 billion

National and Regional Partnership Fund
including:

€453 billion for economic,
territorial and social cohesion,
including for fisheries

and coastal areas

€72 billion

fisheries, aquaculture and maritime €2 billion

industries. Minimum amount to implement

Horizon Europe will continue some areas of the common

to support R&. fisheries policy (CFP)
2028-2034

EU Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Factsheet: EU budget 2028-2034:
Fisheries, aquaculture and the ocean, 18 September 2025, Retrieved from https:/oceans-and-
fisheries.ec.europa.eu/publications/factsheet-eu-budget-2028-2034-fisheries-aquaculture-and-ocean_en.

National and Regional
Partnership Fund

20 48 Common
Fisheries Policy
2021-2027 European
Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, EMFAF 61
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2025

MAIN
FRAMEWORK

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC,
TERRITORIAL, SOCIAL,
RURAL AND MARITIME

SUSTAINABLE
PROSPERITY
AND SECURITY FUND

SECTOR-SPECIFIC

RULES PROGRAMMING

Regional
development
(EFRD & CF)

NATIONAL AND
REGIONAL
PARTNERSHIP PLANS

Migration,
borders,
security

Social
(ESF+)

Iy

Common
Agricultural
Policy

EU FACILITY

Fisheries
and
maritime

2028-2034

SUPPORTED MEASURES

Reforms

BENEFITS

Multi-level

governance and

@ partnership with
regions and
sectors

=1 Simplification
(@ Faster payments

Less burden

Investments and
other interventions

[
I i
1
' i
1 1
|
; i
) 1
1
! i
1
' i
: mutually 1
| reinforcing :
|
! i
1
; i
1
! i
1
! i
! 1
|
! i

Transnational
projects

Ability to address
new crises and needs

1 1
1 1
| !
1 1
1 1
| |
1 1
: Crisis response :
1 1
1 1
1 |
1 1
1 !
1 |

Strong safeguards
()] (Rule of Law,
J// EU harter of
Fundamental
Rights)

Higher
EU added-value
of the budget

More flexibility to
respond to new

{O} challenges and

needs

European Commission, Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the

European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions:

A dynamic EU budget for the priorities of the future — The Multiannual Financial Framework 2028-2034,
COM/2025/570 final, 16 July 2025, available at https:/feur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?2uri=CELEX%3A52025DC0570&qid=1753978048542 (downloaded 7 October 2025).

fishing

Horizon Europe #°

100%

2025 6 5

49

Horizon Europe
SDGs

27

European Competitiveness Fund

Global Europe Instrument

IlUU

The European




10

Ocean Pact *°

50 EU Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Communication from the Commission to
the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions the European Ocean Pact, COM/2025/281 final, 5 June 2025, available at
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat: COM_2025_0281 FIN (downloaded 7
October 2025).
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2025_0281_FIN

2025 10 4

Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN

51

2025 9 29
3rd ASEAN Blue Economy Forum

2023

ASEAN Blue
Economy Framework 2

53

51

https://aseanblueeconomy.my/#about

52 ASEAN, ASEAN Blue Economy Framework, 5 September 2023, available at

https://asean.org/asean-blue-economy-framework/ (downloaded 9 October 2025).
53

1V]V)
aquatic based energy
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https://aseanblueeconomy.my/%23about
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2025

ASEAN
Blue Economy Implementation Plan

Australia for ASEAN Futures Initiative,
Aus4ASEAN Futures >
Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and
Security, ANCORS Blue Economy
Cooperative Research Center, Blue Economy CRC
2026-2030 ASEAN Blue Economy
Implementation Plan (2026-2030) *°
2026 /

Terms of Reference
56

o4 Australia for ASEAN Futures Initiative, Aus4ASEAN Futures

2022 6 20
%5 Blue Economy Cooperative Research Center, “University of Wollongong and Blue Economy CRC
Win Major ASEAN Project,” 3 October 2025, available at https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/uwol-becrc-
win-major-asean-project/ (downloaded 9 October 2025).
% Aus4ASEAN Futures, TENDER: Development of the ASEAN Blue Economy Implementation Plan
(2026-2030) — DEADLINE EXTENDED, Deadline of submission: 26 May 2025, available at
https://www.aus4aseanfutures.org/tender-development-of-the-asean-blue-economy-implementation-
plan-2026-2030/ (downloaded 9 October 2025).
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https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/uwol-becrc-win-major-asean-project/
https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/uwol-becrc-win-major-asean-project/
https://www.aus4aseanfutures.org/tender-development-of-the-asean-blue-economy-implementation-plan-2026-2030/
https://www.aus4aseanfutures.org/tender-development-of-the-asean-blue-economy-implementation-plan-2026-2030/

2025 10 4

ANCORS  Blue Economy CRC
ANCORS
Blue Economy CRC

2025 2045
ASEAN
Coordinating Task Force on Blue Economy, ACTF-BE °’
ASEAN Coordinating Council

57 ASEAN Coordinating Task Force on Blue Economy, ACTF-
BE 2024 8 11
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